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the opposition groups that are competing for power, and among
the members of the old ruling classes who are entering the
elite at the price of a declaration of loyalty to the new regime,
the pretended doctrine and philosophy of National Socialism
go for nothing. What is going on is a struggle for power, an
underground struggle, which one day may come into the open,
between new parties, new "organizations for rule by violent
means." And another thing is certain, that to all appearance
the old elite is used up, helpless, absolutely incompetent and
behind the times. Only in exceptional cases are leading
members of the elite equal to their jobs. The majority are
inefficient. The class of the population from which the great
bulk of the first elite sprang, the small shopkeeper class, which
is also the class from which the bulk of the faithful came, is
unequal to the task of replacing the doomed elite.

THE YOUNG GENERATION
The young generation intend to live their own life, and not
to spend it serving as understrappers to keep the present
parvenus hi power. Only the dull and spiritless ones among
them are ready to accept things as they are. The active-
minded youth are full of the sense of their opportunity and
their mission; they consider that their part is to carry the
revolution to the completion they envisage, to achieve world
revolution. They are certainly anti-intellectual; they are even
more rabid anti-rationalists than the present elite.
It is a long road but a direct one that leads from the pre-war
youth movement through the war generation and successive
post-war stages to the revolutionary youth of to-day. The
"mission" of the young generation becomes more and more
radical, revolutionary, and independent. Its most radical and
powerful interpreter up to now has been Ernst Jilnger; his